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The WeCAHN Poultry Network met 4th
March 2022, with veterinarians, laboratory
diagnosticians, provincial veterinarians, and
researchers attending. Data sources
discussed included the veterinarians’ Clinical
Impressions Survey and data from the
western veterinary diagnostic laboratories.

Broilers:

Commonly reported conditions:

e Early (< 2 weeks of age) bacterial infection:
reported Commonly to Very Frequently, rated
increasing by 2 practitioners, and associated with
antimicrobial resistance (AMR ) or treatment
failure by 1.

e Late bacterial infection: reported Commonly to
Very frequently; rated Increasing by 3
veterinarians, and Stable by 4, and associated with
AMR/treatment failure by 1 practitioner.

e Yolk sac infections: reported Commonly to Very
frequently, and Stable by all 7 practitioners
completing this part of the survey.

Changes in frequency of these bacterial infections
may be associated with changes in weather, or
condition/quality of chicks from hatchery.

¢ Inclusion Body Hepatitis (IBH): reported
Commonly to Very frequently by 6 of 7
practitioners; rated increasing by 1, decreasing by
2, and stable by 4 practitioners.

Less frequently reported conditions:

e Other early mortality; Coccidiosis; Necrotic
enteritis; Cellulitis condemnations; Liver
condemnations.

o All of these less frequently seen conditions were
rated Stable relative to the previous time period,
by all practitioners completing this part of the
survey.

Poultry Network Meeting

Overview of five Clinical Impressions Surveys: Broilers:

Note: All observations are based on extremely small
sample size and therefore intended for discussion
purposes only.

e IBH: was not rated by any practitioners as
increasing this quarter (Oct. — Dec. 2021), in
contrast with the 4 previous datasets. This could
reflect a change in the immunity of the western
flocks to Fowl Adenovirus genotype 8b, which is
gradually being improved by vaccination.

/i |
/ |

éwwvwweeal\in\fc/a \

\ LA\
we.cahn@pds.usask.ca |
| M

AR
N TS

720N
T weca

e Coccidiosis: was not rated by any practitioners as
increasing this quarter (Oct. — Dec. 2021), vs. last 2
previous datasets.

e  Systemic bacterial infections: both early and late
bacterial infection diagnoses reported increasing in Q4,
in contrast with previous quarterly datasets.

e Ascites: rated increasing by 2 practitioners; its
diagnosis has fluctuated over previous quarterly
datasets. Ascites is often seen associated with cold
weather, especially in older broilers, some with
secondary respiratory disease.

e Cold weather may also be associated with increased
condemnations for respiratory disease and ascites.

Broiler-breeders:

Commonly reported conditions:

e  Early bacterial systemic infection: reported Commonly
by N = 4 practitioners, and rated as Stable by all
practitioners.

Less frequently reported conditions:

e In-lay bacterial septicemia: reported Very frequently
by 2 practitioners, rated decreasing by 1.

Bacterial lameness: reported Commonly by 3
practitioners, and rated Stable by all practitioners
completing this part of the survey.

e Yolk sac infections: reported Commonly by 2,
associated with Staphylococcus by one practitioner,
and rated Stable by all practitioners completing this
part of the survey.

e Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT): reported Very
frequently by 1 practitioner, and rated Increasing
relative to previous time period.

Overview of five Clinical Impressions Surveys: Broiler-

breeders

e ILTin broiler-breeders: Frequency of diagnoses has
varied across surveys and also individual practitioners.
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Layers:

Commonly reported conditions:

e Egg Yolk peritonitis: reported Commonly to Very
frequently, and rated Stable by all veterinarians
completing this part of the survey.

e  Aggression and cannibalism: reported Commonly
by 3 practitioners, and rated Stable by all
practitioners completing this part of the survey.

Less frequently reported conditions:

e ILT: reported Commonly by 1; frequency of
diagnosis relative to previous time period varied
across veterinarians.

e Decreasing egg production, cause unknown:
reported Commonly by 2 practitioners; 1 suspected
mycotoxin although this was not supported by
laboratory diagnosis.

Overview of five Clinical Impressions Survey: Layers

e ILT: after being categorised increasing by 2 or 3
practitioners in the last 2 datasets, it was rated as
increasing by 1, stable by 1 and decreasing by 2
veterinarians in Q4 2021. BC has been in an ILT
outbreak for some time, influenced by the very
close proximity of operations in the Fraser Valley.
In SK the novel outbreak in imported layers hasn’t
been stamped out and will likely result in increased
interest in commercial ILT vaccination, which till
now has been discouraged in commercial flocks.

Turkeys
Commonly reported conditions:

Early bacterial infection: reported Commonly by 3
practitioners, and associated with AMR and rated
increasing by 1 veterinarian.

Late bacterial infection: reported Commonly by 4
practitioners, and categorised increasing by 1.
Round heart: reported seen Commonly to Very
frequently, and rated Stable by all practitioners
completing this part of the survey.

Less frequently reported conditions:

Enteritis and Necrotic Enteritis: both reported seen
Commonly by 2 practitioners, and both categorised
increasing by 1.

Coccidiosis: reported Rarely by 4 practitioners, and
categorised increasing by 1.

Mycotic respiratory disease: reported Commonly by 2,
and categorised stable by all practitioners completing
this part of the survey.

Overview of five Clinical Impressions Surveys: Turkeys

Histomoniasis: categorised Stable by 4, and decreasing
by 1 practitioner, in Q4 2021, after increasing
diagnosis by one or more practitioners previous 2
quarters.

Scan:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations: On 22 December 2021, Canada reported its
first HSN1 HPAI poultry outbreak on an exhibition farm
in the Eastern Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador. This was the first report of the HSN1 HPAI
virus in the Americas since June 2015. Following the
outbreak, additional HPAI events were reported in the
Province including six wild bird detections and four
H5N1 HPAI outbreaks in poultry. Since then, the
disease spread further South to Nova Scotia where
four outbreaks in poultry farms and several cases in
wild birds were reported. [CFIA, 2022] On 3 March
2022, British Columbia and Prince Edward Island both
reported a single detection of H5 HPAI virus in a wild
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).

Maintaining and improving flock biosecurity has
never been more important, as western Canada
prepares for the spring migration of wild birds
along the Pacific, Central , and Mississippi
flyways, along which both the Pacific (BC) and
Mississippi (MB) flyways contain recent
reported detections of HPAI.
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Smallholders

Commonly reported syndromes:

e Marek’s Disease: reported commonly by 4
practitioners and decreasing by 1. This reflects
ongoing gap in vaccination at hatcheries
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