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The WeCAHN equine network met 27th September
2024 with veterinary practitioners, researchers,
laboratory diagnosticians, researchers and provincial
veterinarians in attendance.

1) Respiratory disease

Every 3 months, network practitioners complete a
survey which captures whether they have identified
selected conditions:

o Never oy

« Rarely (1-2 times over the 3 months) 51

o Commonly (1-2 times per month) Ef‘/

« Very frequently (3+ times per month)

Strangles (associated with Streptococcus equi equi)
was reported Never (n=1) to Rarely (n=1) to Commonly
(n=1) to Very frequently (n=1) and rated Increasing by
2 network practitioners.

Case Report:

Strangles in young foals down to newborns.

Vet 1: Our clinic is seeing lots of cases in a very young
population. Cleaning out lots of guttural pouches to
identify carriers.
+ We had a recent case of bastard strangles in a 7-
month old which also had empyema.
+ We have large farms having problems. Our
concern is that some are not reporting, while still
having lots of horse movements.

Vet 2: Agreed. We have trainers bringing in lots of
colts from many sources, and strangles is endemic in
those barns. These people are used to it and accept
the situation.
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What is the best way of reporting
Strangles cases?

+ The Equine Communications Center (EDCC) or
Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System
(CAHSS) are options. If a Canadian case is reported
to EDCC, CAHSS will also post it.

+ EDCC has a searchable database for an extensive
list of equine diseases reported in the U.S. and
Canada by equine veterinarians:
https://equinediseasecc.org/alerts

+ CAHSS has a database for Canadian equine
reportable or notifiable diseases:
https://app.powerbi.com/view?
r=eyJrljoiOGFIMTAWYjAtZDkzZCO0ZmZhLTk4ZTgtN
GJjYmN]ZjU3MmE4liwidCl61jE4YjVhNWVKLTFkODY
tNDFkMyO5NGEWLWIjMjdkYWUzMmFiMiJ9 and
also an email alert system for reportable and some
non-reportable Canadian equine diseases
including strangles. This service is offered free of
charge to members, and membership is also free
of charge: https://members.cahss.ca/register
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2) Skin disease

Itchy horses with no diagnosis were reported
Rarely (n=2) to Commonly (n=1) to Very
frequently (n=1) and associated with treatment
failure, and rated Increasing by 2 network
practitioners.

« COMMENTS: The underlying causes in these
horses can vary. Some are presumptive
allergy cases. Rarely we may go for skin
testing on some of these. Some are
considered insect sensitivity.

QUESTION: HOW OFTEN DO YOU SEE TICKS:
1.We see lots in horses on pasture, especially if
there are trees present.
2.They’re seen very frequently in our practice as
well.
It would be nice to have a product which was both
effective and approved for use!

Meeting Takeaways

Clinical cases of strangles were reported
Increasing over the same time period last year by
two network practitioners.

The Equine Disease Communications Center
(EDCC) or Canadian Animal Health Surveillance
System (CAHSS) are options for information on
reported strangles cases. If a Canadian case is
reported to EDCC, CAHSS will also post it.

Case reporting is critical for supporting disease
control.
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